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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 



Sir: 



This paper is respectfully submitted in response to the Final Office Action mailed from 
the United States Patent Office on February 25, 2004 (the " Office Action "). As noted in the 
Office Action, the three-month period for response extends up to and includes May 25, 2004. 
Applicants respectfully request entry of the amendments and consideration of the arguments 
presented in this Amendment and Response. 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows, without prejudice: 

• Amendments to the claims are reflected in the listing of the claims that begins on page 2 of 
this Amendment and Response. 

• Remarks begin on page 13 of this Amendment & Response. 

Applicants believe that no fee is due at this time. If any extension period or fee is 
required to have this Amendment and Response entered and considered, please consider this a 
conditional petition for the proper extension and authorization to charge our Deposit Account 



No. 20-0531. 



